
Roger Williams, WØWUG, Veteran Electronics Instructor 

with M.A. Degree, conveyed his knowledge and experience 

to eager learners:  Topic ñlightning protection for hams and 

their gear. He gave practical advice based on 40 yrs. work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few Notes by WØKO on his Presentation on page 3.  
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Club Call Sign: WÏUJ 

BAARC REPEATERS 
53.110-    123.0 Hz   

147.225 + (main rptr) 
145.130 ï  Echo Link 
Node number 233515 
443.925 +  110.9 Hz 
Packet: 145.670 MHz 
MNBRD, BRDBBS 
144.390  WÏUJ-5 APRS 
Crosslake 147.030+ 
Crosby 146.700 ï  
                     141.3 Hz 
Crosby 444.925 + 
http://brainerdham.org 

     OFFICERS 

President + WWW 
Editor:  
Steve Mott         NÏCRM 

Vice President: 
John Luce           WÏWY 

Secretary: 
Ron Finger         KÏGOP 

Treasurer:   
Doug Bergsnev KDÏERE 

Director-at-Large: 
Lyle Amundson    KÏLFV       

Trustee + BAARCer    
Editor: 

Fritz Bertelt          WÏKO  

Mtg. MinutesïRon 2 

DX Reportð 
  WÏWUG Notes 

3 
 

Photos @ Mtg 
9-26-13ðWÏKO 

4 

Project from Ted 
KCÏVTWðdiagram 
And Photos 

5 

For Sale Items 
By Fritz WÏKO 

6 

For Sale Items 
By Lyle KÏLFV               

7 

Last WordðUpdates 
Sunday Night Net 

8 

 Index  
of the BAARCer 

The BAARCer 

Brainerd Area Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 

ðï  Events Calendar  ðï 
Sat., Oct. 5, Club Brkfst. @ 9 @ Northwind Grille in Brd. 
Sat.,  Oct. 19,  Club Brkfst. @ 9 @ Northwind Grille in Brd. 
Thurs., Oct. 24, Board Mtg @ 4 and Membership @ 7 @ Brd Library:This a     
Special Membership Drive MtgððOPEN HOUSE.ðMeet prospective 

Members/Hams from the Area 
Thurs. ,October 31ðAnnual Goblin PatrolðDetails  at Mtg. and on Netð
(Volunteers Needed) 
******************************************************************* 

Check the Clubôs Website and Activity Calendar 

Listen for Activity Updates on our Sunday Night Nets 

Encourage New Membership: Dues are still only $20/yearða bargain 
for all you get.  E-mail Doug for info:  djbdesk@gmail.com    

 

http://www.uslink.net/~brdham
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Thursday-September 26, 2013 - 4:00 PM - BAARC Board Meeting Minutes 
Brainerd Fire Station 
 
President: Steve Mott, NÏCRM                                       Past Presidents: Charles Lane, W5CCL; Al Doree WÏRC  
Vice President: John Luce, WÏWY                                Community & Special Events Director: TBD  
Treasurer: Doug Bergsnev, KDÏERE                             Director At Large: Lyle Amundson, KÏLFV 
Secretary: Ron Finger, KÏGOP                                      Emergency Communications Director: John Luce, WÏWY 
Repeater Trustee: Fritz Bertelt, WÏKO   
 
Attendees: Steve NÏCRM, John WÏWY, Doug KDÏERE, Ron KÏGOP, Al WÏRC, Terry KIÏFW, Roger WÏWUG, 
and Dave KBÏSCT. 
 
Secretaryôs Report: Club membership rosters were distributed showing 71 paid members. 14 other members 
have been placed on inactive status pending receipt of their annual dues. The website will be updated for the October 
BAARC Open House. Several new member ID badges have been completed and will be distributed at the 7PM meeting. 
Motion to accept: John WÏWY, Second Al WÏRC, Passed. 
 
Treasurerôs Report: Report given showing all monthôs account transactions and balances to date. Included were 
details showing the liquidation and transfer of funds from 3 low-yield certificates into the higher interest HamFest 
Account. Motion to accept: John WÏWY, Second Al WÏRC, Passed. 
 
Membership Meeting Program: Program Calendar topics were discussed. Roger WÏWUG will present a program on 
Station Grounding for the 7PM meeting. A post card invitation for the 7PM October 24 BAARC Open House at 
the Brainerd Library was presented by Ron KÏGOP. 100 will be printed and mailed to area Hams. Fritz WÏKOôs 
welcome letter and Club application will also be distributed at the meeting. Our annual Year in Review prepared by 
Steve NÏCRM and a demonstration of Digital Modes by Ron KÏGOP and Al WÏRC is also planned. 
 
Upcoming Events: The final Club event of the year, the Halloween Goblin Watch, will be held on Thursday 
October 31 with details to be arranged at the October 24 Open House Meeting. The Brainerd Jaycees $150,000 Ice 
Fishing Extravaganza is scheduled for Saturday, January 25th. The 26th Annual Mid-MN 150 Sled Dog Race has 
been scheduled for Saturday, February 8 in Emily, Outing, and Remer. 
 
Digital & Emergency Communications: ARES: Al WÏRC will research battery replacements for the donated 
Motorola VHF HTôs. The old battery reconditioning has not been very successful, so the Board is considering 
purchasing 10 new ones. Ron KÏGOP has made channel-plan stickers for the 9 HT750 radios without a display. Fritz 
WÏKO has sent a thank you note to Dan KÏTI for his help with reprogramming the donated HT radios.  
Old Business:  

John WÏWY submitted the MOU regarding our ongoing tower use at the new Crosby site. It has been accepted 
without any Club responsibility for site maintenance. 
Doug KDÏERE will invite our Club insurance agent to attend the October Board Meeting to discuss ñlimits of 
liabilityò provisions under our current policy, and whether changes are in order to that coverage. 

New Business:  
The tower and antennas will need to be removed before winter from the former Club station location at the BHS-
South Campus. An interested tower climberôs previous offer was discussed and will be considered. 
A new location for a Club station is still undecided. Several options include space at the Crow Wing County 
EOC, Brainerd Fire Department Training Room, and even another area at South Campus. 

The business meeting was adjourned at 5:15 PM. 
 

Thursday- September 26, 2013 - 7:00 PM - BAARC Membership Meeting Minutes 
Brainerd Fire Station 
 
Attendees: The President opened the Club membership business meeting at 7:05 PM with 22 members and guests 
present. Information supplemental to Board Meeting Minutes: No additional info presented. 
 
The business meeting was adjourned at 7:20 PM with a presentation on Station Grounding by member and former 
Electronics Instructor Roger Williams, WÏWUG following. 
 
--Respectfully submitted by Ron KÏGOP, Secretary 



DX and the Paper Chase 
This past month has been somewhat of a bust as far as band conditions go. The 
bands had good openings if you were there to take advantage of them and as 
always...you can't be heard listening. I think I set a record calling CQ's, but itõs the 
difference in working DX or just turning the station off. I prefer to look for what's 
out there and enjoy the DX that answers. I worked the Island of Guam on CW early 
one evening, and that's enough to put a smile on your face. DX is there but... but 
there are times you have to look for it. There was some rare òstuffó out there 
including Burma, but the propagation was out to lunch. When the going gets tough, 
the tough get going and the rewards are there. I worked some good DX into Europe 
during the month with good openings early in the morning and late in the evenings. 
Itõs a matter of looking for what's available. Lately I've been using CW more and 
more. I need the practice. An exampleñthis morning there was ample DX on 12 
meters, but I was in the mood to do some CWñso it was down to 17 meters to check 
out the best CW signals. I was very fortunate to have one of my better days that 
allowed me to work four DX stations on CW with a minimum of mistakes. I set my 
internal keyer for 24 WPM and spent some quality time sending without 
mistakes...each word was formed and sent to my keyer at my dumbo speed of 13-15 
WPM. The keyer took care of the rest. I wish that I'd paid more attention to 
learning the code years ago when the FCC still had the CW requirement to upgrade. 
I upgraded to Tech Plus at 5 WPM and I decided to drop the code when the FCC did 
the same. Big mistakeñas I missed out on using the most fascinating mode in the 
hobby. Now that the fall season is here, perhaps band conditions will improve...take 
advantage of the openings by sitting down at your station and calling CQ because 
someone somewhere is going to answer you, and this is what the hobby is about. So 
long for now from the tiny berg of Huntersville, 73 es gud DX from Bob/WÏZPE  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Rogerôs Presentation: Short, fat wires for grounding are preferredñthe greater 
the surface area of these grounding wires, the better.  Keeping them straight is 
generally best. Try not to have sharp bends because lightning will jump to a better 
path rather than the one you want it to go. Ground straps can be created from used 
coaxñlike RG 8ñby stripping the outer plastic and peeling the braid back. Connect 
all your gear to a common ground/s. In addition, your electrical system ground 
should be part of itññall grounded together. Consumers can buy commercial devices 
for the main house panel and individual electronic equipment. For that  you may want 
to talk to a licensed electrician. However,  if you have extra AC cord, tie a few loose 
knots here and hereñ-that may also help.  Be encouraged that we live in MN where 
we have 30-40 thunderstorm days per year.  FL is perhaps the worst state for 
lightning.  Did you know that there are some 100-200 lightning strikes somewhere in 
the world every second?  We all benefited from  his overhead and handout 
presentationññin addition to his tying in his vast practical experience in industry 
and education.  Even though he is long retired, Roger can still master giving a lecture 
that is both informative and practical. To top it off,  he made it interesting with his 
unusual sense of humor.  Thanks again, Roger,  for another good lesson we need to 
incorporate into our hobby practices and re-learn from time to time.. 
I hope these notes did justice to his contentñde Fritz WÏKO 
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wŀƴŘƻƳ tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нсΣ нлмоΣ aŜŜǝƴƎτŀƭƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ōȅ ²qYh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9ǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ-ŀƴƎƭŜ ƭŜƴǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎτǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŀǧŜƴǝǾŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 

 


